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Feminism as a Political Ideology
Feminism is one of the modern political ideologies that emerged in the 20th century from intellectuals and political activists who sought to get justice for women as well as work towards ending sexism of all forms. This ideology was motivated and inspired by a quest for social justice. The belief behind this ideology is based on the social, economic, and political equality of the sexes. This paper seeks to examine why feminism emerged and its impacts on modern political ideology and formations.
Even though feminism is largely associated with western countries, it has spread across different continents today as more women continue to take on political positions and other top leadership positions. This ideology is represented by a different institutional commitment to activity on behalf of women’s rights and equality (Baehr, 2004). In the modern political setup, feminism has changed and transformed the predominant perspectives in different ways, both in the western and other parts of the world. This movement propelled the achievement of various women’s rights including legal rights such as rights of contract, property rights, and even suffrage rights (Etta & Asukwo, 2014). Through the feminist movement or ideology, society has also changed its view on women’s right to bodily integrity, which includes access to contraception and body presentation. While many people have celebrated the achievements of feminism, as a political and social movement, others have criticized it citing its negative implications on the modern young generations.
The concept of feminism and especially how it relates to contemporary society has formed a critical part of major debates in sociology. Today, feminism is blamed for some of the challenges experienced, especially relating to the young females and their engagement with the media. For example, with the increased use of mass media, the concept and interpretation of feminism have also changed. The demand for social media users today is rapidly increasing and this also changes the way people perceive the female gender. According to Henriques and Patnaik (2020), social networking sites impact the perception of standards of beauty as well as the emergence of the newer unrealistic trends which continue to gain popularity among the current generation. Young people today are easily convinced that what they see online is the ideal concept of beauty.
Feminism has been about ending sexist perceptions and beliefs towards women or the female gender. These beliefs that were predominant in the medieval age denied the female gender many rights that they have acquired today including the right to own a property or even participate in the electoral process. Other societies even up to the 19th century still controlled their women and defined what women did and what they could not do. For example, by the 19th century, French women were still compelled to cover their heads in public places while in German husbands had the right to sell their wives during the same period. 
As late as the 20th century, women in many parts of the world including the United States could not vote (Etta & Asukwo, 2014). Therefore, feminism emerged as a solution and a tool that would help this gender end sexist opinions of all forms. However, the challenges of women extended over the past century, which informs the emergence of different factions of feminists. Over the past decades, different forms of feminist groups have emerged to advocate for specific and targeted problems. These groups include multiracial, libertarian, standpoint, and postmodern feminists (Hirschmann, 2007). Each of these groups sought to address the challenges facing women in modern society from a different and targeted approach. For example, standpoint feminists sought to examine how women’s experience of inequality is related to racism, classism, and colonization. Postmodernist, however, seeks to understand gender through language. 
In summary, feminism as a political ideology was constructed to end the sexist views and stereotype perceptions towards women since the medieval period. Centuries later, as discussed in this paper, challenges and obstacles for women have only increased. This informs the emergence of different factions of feminists who sought to address these challenges from a specific point of view. From this research, one thing is clear, feminism is yet to realize its objectives as obstacles range from the challenges that preexisted before as well as emerging critics of feminism.
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